CHAP. IIL                     POPE VICTOR II.                            413

estates. Godfrey the Bearded, the deposed Duke of
Lorraine, had been Henry's ancient antagonist. Godfrey,
anathematised by Leo IX., deserted by bis allies, had
submitted to the loss of his hereditary dukedom; he
had led an aimless and adventurous life. One of the
acts which was considered as betraying hostility to
the Emperor in Pope Leo, had been the elevation of
Godfrey's brother, Frederick of Lorraine, to the Car-
dinalate, and to the highest honours of the Church.
Godfrey had accompanied his brother, the Cardinal
Legate, on his mission to Constantinople. On his return
he married Beatrice, the widow of Boniface,
Marquis of Tuscany, who had been murdered
a few years before. The whole inheritance of that
family, the most powerful in Italy, the inheritance
which, afterwards falling to the famous Countess Matilda,
was the great source of the independence and over-
weening power of Gregory VII., was at the command of
the Emperor's implacable enemy. The depression of the
house of Lorraine was the one object which now occupied
the Emperor. The mother and her daughter fell into
his hands. Godfrey of Lorraine was forced to abandon
his Italian possessions; he fled to Germany, to stir up
more perilous revolt against the Imperial authority.
The Cardinal Frederick, pursued by the implacable
jealousy of the Emperor, did not find himself safe even
in the holy sanctuary of Monte Casino. He took refuge
in a more unapproachable monastery in the rocky island
of Thermita, to emerge in a short time, under other
circumstances, as the Supreme Pontiff.

Pope Victor II. held a council in the presence of
the Emperor  at Florence,  then   an  unim-
portant  city.     Besides the  ordinary denun-
ciations   against  simoniacal  proceedings,  and  a new